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did afford a measure of protection* Apprentices complaining of ill-
treatment went to Bow Street, to a rotation office, or (after 1792) to one
of the new police offices. John Fielding and Saunders Welch (who
presided at Litchfield Street, the office which Dr Johnson attended for
a whole winter in order to enlarge his knowledge of human nature)
were particularly resorted to. It is interesting to remember that Welch
is said to have begun life in the workhouse of Aylesbury and had been
apprenticed to a London trunk-maker,93 perhaps by his parish. It was
he who represented to the Committee of 1766-7 the disastrous conse-
quences of binding parish boys till the age of twenty-four.
John Fielding urged in 1766 that parish children should not be
apprenticed to masters at a distance, nor bound before the age of four-
teen, that they should be better clothed and a larger fee given with them
and that they should be bound to housekeepers only, not to lodgers.
He also urged the magistrates to use their authority to prevent the
choice of unsuitable masters:
Parish children are to be bound out by the consent of two justices, and It
often happens that their indentures arc sent by the beadle to two different
magistrates to get them signed, without producing before them either master,
mistress, apprentice or parish officers, by which means poor children are
frequendy put out to improper persons, and surely it was intended by the
legislature that all the parties should appear before the justices when they qgn
the indentures.94
Some of these recommendations were in process of time embodied in
Orders of the Sessions and in Acts of Parliament. Minimum binding
fees were laid down in the Act of 1767 for the better regulation of parish
poor children within the Bills. An Order of Sessions of 1800 embodies
the experience of a later generation of magistrates and enjoins the
supervision of the justices in parish bindings urged many years before
by John Fielding:
It being represented to this Court that several poor children bound out by
different parishes to persons who cany on the business of tambour working
and other trades in and about this metropolis, more especially those of a
sedentary nature, are kept and employed... in a manner extremely prejudicial
to their health and that frequently the necessaries of life given to them by their
masters and mistresses were not sufficient for their support, and it being stated
that several cases of this sort come before the magistrates at the. publk offices